
 

ILSHPA COURT REPORTER   

October / November  2011 

Presidentõs Pitch 
Hard to believe the second Saturday in October was 85 degrees - what a great day for 

ñpitchinô shoesò.  Pitched this morning in a non-sanctioned club in Springfield, and I discovered once 
again that if you donôt practice on a regular basis, it gets away from you.  If you have the opportunity 
to play indoors, take advantage of it and be ready when spring hits. 

 
NHPA cards for 2012 are now available from Tina Press.  The cost of the cards is the same 

as last year and it includes a subscription to the Illinois Court Reporter.  Be sure and give Tina your 
email address and save the ILSHPA printing and mailing costs.  I would also encourage everyone to 
subscribe to the NEWSLINE, the NHPA magazine.  For $12.00 per year, you will stay abreast of the 
issues facing the National Association, and learn about how to promote and build our organization. 

 
There is some confusion as to the dates for the World Tournament next year in Knoxville.  

Jerry LaBrosse, NHPA Charter Communications Chairman recently sent an email to clarify that the 
dates would be July 30 through August 11, 2012.  Mark those dates and make plans now to be a 
part of this Tournament. 

 
The host hotel in Springfield for the 2012 State Tournament has backed out on the rate that 

was earlier reported.  We are working with the Springfield Convention and Visitors Bureau to find a 
new host and will do our best to get rates we can all live with.  I am very pleased to announce that 
the 21 courts are now fully lighted!  Mike Knop has been working closely with the Springfield Park 
District and the lights have been dialed in to provide great pitching conditions.  Mike is planning to 
have several night tournaments next spring.  These will be in addition to the four Saturday tourna-
ments that will be scheduled soon.  Watch the COURT REPORTER for these dates.  Tournaments 
pitched this fall and winter will count toward qualifying for the 2012 World and State tournaments. 

 
If you are looking for an early Christmas present for potential new members, why not buy 

them an NHPA card, and bring them to a tournament or two?  It has been proven that if we can get 
returning players to a couple of events, there is a greater chance they will continue to pitch. 

 
There will be State offices to be filled at the Spring 2012 meeting.  Please consider running 

for an office; without officers, the Association will not function. 
  
Bob Wegman called me today and let me know that he is still in the hospital.  All his heart issues 
seem to be OK, but he will be transferring to a different facility for some rehab.  Anyone who knows 
Bob will appreciate that he is still very upbeat and has that infectious laugh. He signed off by saying 
ñLook out world, Bob Wegman is coming backò. 

 
I canôt finish this month without saying How about them Cardinals!!  
 

Easy does it. 
Bill Marvin 
ILSHPA President 



 

2011 ILSHPA State Officers   

President   1st Vice President   2nd Vice President   3rd Vice President  

 Bill Marvin   Austin Bailey   George Huntington   Fred Morel 

 100 Garvey St.   2257 Ramsey Ave.  
 10144 E.S. Timberlake 
Ave. 

  PO BOX 213 

 Mechanicsburg, Il 62545   Springfield, IL  62702   Effingham, IL 62401   Millington, IL 60537 

 (217) 364-5563   (217) 241-5725  (217) 343-2808   (815) 695-5565 

 HorshoePrez@aol.com  
 lionshorseshoe @             

yahoo.com 
 slackdog@mchsi.com   3rgs9@att.net 

           

       

Sec-Treas  Junior / Cadet Director   Publicity Director   Regional Director  

 Tina Press   Wayne Davis   John  Press   Dave Shreve 

 P.O. Box 266   504 E. Adams   2110 Maplewood Ln.   2127 Lynn St. 

 New Lenox, IL 60451   Casey, IL 62420   Joliet, IL 60433   Cahokia, IL 62206-2523 

 (815) 954-4907   (217) 932-2787   (815) 351-1247   (618) 332-2599 

 ilshpa@comcast.net   wdavis181@yahoo.com     jpress55@comcast.net   hrshuz@charter.net 

           

Hall of Fame Committee  
Chair Person           

 Judy Long   Robert Schaver   Floyd Tennill    John Press 

 120 Tunison Ave.   602 Hillendale    2418 Village Rd    2110 Maplewood Ln. 

 White Hall, IL     Morrison, Il    Charleston, Il    Joliet, IL 

 62902   61270   61920   60433 

 sixpac6@verizon.net       horshu@consolidated.net    jpress55@comcast.net   

           

       

      NHPA Game Related Sales  

 Fred Morel   Debby Bratland    Fred Morel    

 PO BOX 213   41 Country Club Dr.   PO BOX 213    

 Millington, IL    Danville, IL    Millington, IL 60537    

 60537   61832   Home Phone  (815)695-5565 

 3rgs9@att.net     bratlnd@aol.com   Cell Phone  (815)483-9530 
            

On The Web  

NHPA Site:  
www.horseshoepitching.com  

 
Court Reporter Site:     

www.ilshpa.com 
 

 

       

ILSHPA Site:     
www.fourdead.com 
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2012 ILSHPA/NHPA Membership 

Adult Members $27    Junior Members  $5 

1 year Subscription to NHPA Newsline  $12 

Name:  _______________________________ 

Street:  _______________________________ 

City:  _________________________________ 

Zip Code (Plus Four):  __________________ 

Telephone # (_____) ______ - ________ (Required) 

Circle One :  

       40ô               30ô             Junior        Cadet  

Date of Birth _________________ 

Newsline  _______            

Total Years Membership __________ 

Email Address:  _________________________ 

Send Application and Fees to: 

ILSHPA  

P.O. Box 266 

New Lenox, IL 60451-0266 

Email Address ilshpa@comcast.net 

Stamped, self-address envelopes saves us 44 cents! 

New Members 

I would like to recognize the new 2011 members 

we are happy to have you join the  ILSHPA: 

Total new members for 2011  

64 

 You can buy the official ILSHPA hat pin 
 

 
$ 3.00 contact Tina Press or any State Officer 

Tanner Mullen Hillsboro 

Kevin Schott Carlinville 



 

2011 Tournaments  
 

 

Nov 5 th / 6th ï Autumn Harvest Tournament ï Beloit, WI (Sanctioned)  

Entry Fee $18. Deadline for signing up Oct 29th. To enter or more information call Earl Paulson @              
608-879-2304 or email to epauls@live.com 
 
Nov 5 th ï Do Drop Inn ñBò - Dow, IL  (Sanctioned)  

Entry fee $15. 35% and below sign in at 8:30am ï Pitch at 9am. 35.01% and above sign in at 12:30pm. Pitch 
at 1:00pm. Each shift limited to 12 pitchers.  40 foot and short distance pitchers will be mixed. Do Drop Inn 
Horseshoe Club  Dow, IL Rte. 109 at Rte. 3. Contact Larry Pohlman 618-883-2202 or 618-946-0554 email to: 

ringers@frontiernet.net 

Nov 5 th ï Toyôs For Totôs - Justice, IL (Non-Sanctioned)  

Entry fee $15 and a new toy. Luck of the draw / Double Elimination. 40ft & 30ft pitchers welcome. CCôs Grove 
8258 Kean Ave, Willow Spring, IL. (708-839-1959) Sign in at 11 AM, to begin pitching at 12 PM. For more  
information call Rich at 708-296-7424. 
 

 

Dec 10 th / 11th ï Beloit Snowflake Tournament ï Beloit, WI (Sanctioned)  

Entry Fee $18. Deadline for signing up Dec 3rd. To enter or more information call Earl Paulson @               
608-879-2304 or email to epauls@live.com 
 
Dec 3 rd ï Do Drop Inn ñCò - Dow, IL  (Sanctioned)  

Entry fee $15. 35% and below sign in at 8:30am ï Pitch at 9am. 35.01% and above sign in at 12:30pm. Pitch 
at 1:00pm. Each shift limited to 12 pitchers.  40 foot and short distance pitchers will be mixed. Do Drop Inn 
Horseshoe Club, Dow, IL Rte. 109 at Rte. 3. Contact Larry Pohlman 618-883-2202 email to:                      
ringers@frontiernet.net 
 

2012 Tournaments  
 

 

Jan 7 th ï Do Drop Inn ñAAò - Dow, IL  (Sanctioned)  
Entry fee $15. 35% and below sign in at 8:30am ï Pitch at 9am. 35.01% and above sign in at 12:30pm. Pitch 
at 1:00pm. Each shift limited to 12 pitchers.  40 foot and short distance pitchers will be mixed. Do Drop Inn 
Horseshoe Club, Dow, IL Rte. 109 at Rte. 3. Contact Larry Pohlman 618-883-2202 email to:                       
ringers@frontiernet.net 
 

 

Feb 4 th ï Do Drop Inn ñBBò - Dow, IL  (Sanctioned)  
Entry fee $15. 35% and below sign in at 8:30am ï Pitch at 9am. 35.01% and above sign in at 12:30pm. Pitch 
at 1:00pm. Each shift limited to 12 pitchers.  40 foot and short distance pitchers will be mixed. Do Drop Inn 
Horseshoe Club, Dow, IL Rte. 109 at Rte. 3. Contact Larry Pohlman 618-883-2202 email to:                                 
ringers@frontiernet.net 
 

November  

December  

January  

February  
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2012 Tournaments  
 

 
 

Mar 3 rd ï Do Drop Inn ñCCò - Dow, IL  (Sanctioned)  
Entry fee $15. 35% and below sign in at 8:30am ï Pitch at 9am. 35.01% and above sign in at 12:30pm. Pitch 
at 1:00pm. Each shift limited to 12 pitchers.  40 foot and short distance pitchers will be mixed. Do Drop Inn 
Horseshoe Club, Dow, IL Rte. 109 at Rte. 3. Contact Larry Pohlman 618-883-2202 email to:                           
ringers@frontiernet.net 
 

March  

Message From The Secretary  
By Tina Press  

I want to remind Tournament Directors that if someone is paying for membership they need to fill out 
an application. If you are sending the information on a paper please make sure that you include the 
date of birth along with address, phone and distance of pitching. 
 
The last issue of the Court Reporter I mentioned that Leo Bratland received the Roy Franke Award it 
should have been that he received the Henry Franke Award. 
 
If you have sent your money for the 2012 membership I will get your cards out to you when I receive 
them from NHPA. Get your tournaments in for 2012 World and State Tournaments. If you plan on 
going to the World Tournament you need 4 sanction tournaments to qualify.  If you are going to the 
State Tournament you need 3 sanction tournaments for adults. Juniors and Cadets need 2 sanction 
tournaments or 1 sanction league. Donôt wait for the last minute to get your tournaments in, the 
World Tournament deadline is in the middle of May. 

 

I would like to wish everyone a Happy Halloween and Happy Thanksgiving. 

mailto:ringers@frontiernet.net


 

Championship Pitching 

Fundamentals Are Important 

The Fundamentals of Pitching Like a Champion According to Ted Allen  

Horseshoe pitching and bowling have sometimes been mistakenly referred to as being so similar 
that one should perform as well in one as in the other. The similarity lies in the fundamentals, such 
as stance, approach (or step), swing, follow-through and timing. Although horseshoe players usually 
make good bowlers and vice versa, they must learn to apply the fundamentals differently,             
experience in horseshoe playing can help in bowling. 
 
Styles of individuals differ greatly, but nearly everyone can apply the known skills. Presuming that 

you want to become a top horseshoe player with an average of 75% 
ringers pretty consistently, or one of the rare 80% tourney pitchers, then 
adopt one of the styles of top players. My style is from a lifetime of     
experience ï a technique that gives me my smoothest performance and 
no wasted motion. 
 
STANCE: My stance (picture no. 1) is becoming more widely used... 
The position of the fee, left foot a few inches or more to the rear of the 
right (2), gives one an easier start towards that coordinated step and 
swing forward. My right foot is always placed exactly even with the peg 
near me. Your foot may be a few inches to the rear of the peg if your 
step is longer. Be sure of the exact position every time, for when you 

reach perfection in form even a minor change will make the difference in a hit or miss. 
 
AIM: Squarely face the opposite peg, aligning the body with it also enables the swing to be in line. 
Sight your eye to a target about 2 to 4 inches above the ground and the peg to which you are     
tossing. This gives some leeway ï in case of a slight error of too great or not enough distance ï and 
you may still get a ringer. After releasing the shoe, always follow the shoe in flight with your eyes. 
 
It doesnôt matter whether or not you hold the shoe close to the face, just so the arm is straightened 
out into a full swing (3) backward. Some bowlers may have a tendency to use the same position as 
in bowling, but remember, the weight of a bowling ball is such that a short swing may suffice and the 
elbow may bend more in the release, whereas a lighter horseshoe requires a longer swing and a 
more delicate touch with the arm remaining outstretched during the release. So the swing is started 
from higher up. 
 
Both backward and forward swing should be as near in line with the peg as possible, like a          
pendulum. The peak of the back swing should be easy and 
natural, and not forced so far as to throw one off balance, but 
neither should it be chopped off suddenly. The speed of all 
moves should be the same, the movements should be so   
coordinated and smooth as to look like one motion. The peak 
of the back swing is determined by your own particular body 
build. 
 
Your step (4) should also be straight in line. It enables your 
swing to be correct, too. óCross steppingô (stepping out of line) 
is often done under pressure when the person is over anxious 
and cannot concentrate on his form ï just the same as when a 
bowler approaches his mark in a wavering line. 



 

GRIP: You can have all the fun you want in holding and pitching the shoe in odd manners, but for 
better pitching it is a must to hold and toss the shoe so it makes 1 ¼ turns, or 1 ¾. I am using the 
former. To get the proper turn (normally clockwise) involves several factors besides the side on 
which to hold the shoe. 
 
There are two points to remember in gripping and throwing the shoe that each individual must work 
out in his own tanner. First, the position of the fingers and shifting them along the side of the shoe 
until it is satisfactory balanced and controlled. Second, the amount of rolling (twisting) of the arm and 
wrist outward in the forward swing to get the right turn. Some individuals must twist the shoe more. 
In the above photos, I am bringing the show back flat, but like most players, about the time I reach 
the top of the back swing I will turn my hand in and bring it forward about half flat, finishing off the 
swing and followïthrough with a slight roll. Many players require more twist and must bring the shoe 
past the leg with the thumb entirely towards the leg. Practice will determine your need o this score. 
 
POINT OF RELEASE: Release of the shoe (5) at the height of the shoulder, neck or face, is        
necessary to get the proper arch of the trajectory. Consistency in the latter helps to control the turn. 
And the easier the shoe lands around the peg the fewer the ringers which will jump off. Other     
techniques are also known to help ringers stay on. The followïthrough in this game is much softer 
and slower. Should you use the same in bowling the result might be a dead ball and more splits. 
 
Normally, a right hander turns the shoe clockwise, but a couple top players throw the unorthodox ¾ 
reverse turn. One, Curt Day, and myself established a new óWorldôs Greatest gameô in the 1958   
Nationals. A Ĳ turn normally results in an extremely low ógrass cutterô shoe. Good for the wind, but 
allows for no margin of error. 

Be a Team Player - Buy a Commemorative Brick  
 

What a great way to support the NHPA Hall of Fame building project. Buy a commemorative brick to 
remember or honor someone special, a loved one, a friend, club or business. Honor your parents, 
spouse, children, grandchildren, club or organization. Remember a special date, a birthday,  
graduation or anniversary. An engraved brick is a gift that can last forever. 
 
Your engraved commemorative brick will be laid in the Jack Freeman Memorial Plaza just outside 
the front entrance to the Hall of Fame building. There will be a large special horseshoe shaped 
bench on which to sit and enjoy some of the park vista while perusing the engraved bricks in the 
plaza. 

 
Brick Specifics  
Two brick sizes are available. The vast majority will be 4ò x 8ò. A limited number will be 8ò x 8ò. The 
smaller brick can have up to three engraved lines. Each line can have up to 13 characters including 
blanks and punctuation. All letters are in CAPS.  
Cost: $100 per brick, 3 bricks for $250. 

 
The larger 8ò x 8ò brick can have up to six lines of engraving, 13 characters per line. Quantities of 
this size will be very limited. First ordered, first served. 
Cost: $200 per brick. 
 

For brick order form go to horseshoepitching.com  



 

Abeôs Amble   09/10/11   Crabtree Fall Open    09/11/11 

29-11-033       29-11-049     

Springfield       Litchfield     

CLASS A        CLASS A      

Gary Urish 6 ï 0 75.4%   Chris Hicks 6 ï 0 46.6% 

Austin Bailey 5 ï 1 64.5%   Les Mullen 5 ï 1 53.7% 

Michael Knop 4 ï 2 61.6%   Jason Loyd 4 ï 2 39.5% 

Kenneth Reid 2 ï 4 46.6%   Dan Broeckling 2 ï 4 32.0% 

William Kaltenbach 2 ï 4 48.7%   Adrienne Koonce 2 ï 4 31.2% 

Carl Eschbach 2 ï 4 46.6%   Joel Hicks 1 ï 5 30.8% 

Jason Loyd 0 ï 6 37.0%   Dorothy Hack 1 ï 5 27.9% 

CLASS B        CLASS B      

Dean Anderson 5 ï 1 42.5%   Dean Anderson 4 ï 1 34.5% 

Ed Hill 4 ï 2 42.9%   Ed Broeckling 3 ï 2 28.0% 

Jim Kramp 4 ï 2 41.6%   Skip Logan 3 ï 2 23.5% 

Denise Thompson 4 ï 2 40.8%   Carol Martin 3 ï 2 23.5% 

Larry Pohlman 3 ï 3 39.5%   Norm Severit 1 ï 4 14.5% 

Lee Watkins 1 ï 5 34.1%   John Feldmann 1 ï 4 10.5% 

Charlie Smith 0 ï 6 30.8%   CLASS C      

CLASS C        Willie Weis 5 ï 0 12.5% 

Ron Hohimer 5 ï 1 30.0%   Dave Burcham 4 ï 1 13.5% 

Ray Geist 4 ï 2 27.9%   Bill Winchester 3 ï 2 14.5% 

Larry Thomason 3 ï 3 35.4%   Tyler Mullen 2 ï 3   6.0% 

Skip Logan 3 ï 3 24.5%   Tanner Mullen 1 ï 4   4.0% 

Norman Severit Jr 2 ï 4 21.6%   Kevin Schott 0 ï 5   2.5% 

Joe Beneky 2 ï 4 22.0%         

Don Fawer 2 ï 4 24.1%   Ottawa Fall Classic    09/24/11 

CLASS D        29-11-022     

Steven Bailey 6 ï 0 22.0%   Ottawa     

Bill Winchester 5 ï 1 17.9%   CLASS A      

Steve Washko Jr 4 ï 2 13.3%   Dennis Reid 5 ï 1 63.3% 

Jim Rosenthal 3 ï 3 11.6%   Jim Farson 4 ï 2 40.0% 

Larry Sanderson 2 ï 4 12.0%   Wayne Thornsbury 3 ï 3 38.3% 

Eric Marvin 1 ï 5 11.2%   Marvin Robers 0 ï 6 25.0% 

Dave Burcham 0 ï 6 11.2%   CLASS B      

CLASS E        Al Gonnerman 5 ï 1 49.5% 

Shelly Merritt 4 ï 1 10.5%   Sam Mataya 4 ï 2 45.8% 

Eric Thompson 3 ï 2 18.0%   Dale Bublitz 2 ï 4 32.5% 

Jack Rudd 3 ï 2 11.0%   Fred Morel 1 ï 5 28.3% 

Art Chase 3 ï 2   6.0%   CLASS C      

Denise Daly 1 ï 4 11.5%   Randy Hafley 5 ï 1 26.5% 

William Kraus 1 ï 4   8.5%   Fred Morel 4 ï 2 22.6% 

        Dale Corredato 2 ï 4   7.5% 

        Richard Hafley 1 ï 5   7.9% 

              

              



 

Publicity! Publicity! Publicity! 
 
Someone recently wrote that organized horseshoe pitching was "the best kept secret in the world". 

Thinking back on my own attempt to find the sport after seeing Don Titcomb, CA performing a    
demonstration at a local county fair, I believe that to be true. 
 
My softball days were over in 1976, and by 1980 I had gotten too old and fat to ski. There was,   
however, a need in my life for an activity, and even more important, a need for competition. Seeing 
Don's performance interested me enough to start looking for a place to pitch. My first thought, the 
phone book, produced a lead --- listed was "the San Jose Horseshoe Store". Upon visiting, it was 
found to be a supply house for farmers. They carried horseshoeing products. They knew there was a 
club "somewhere" because a guy who pitched had stopped by to introduce himself. Guess who? 
Yep, Don Titcomb. The information that he had left had long since been misplaced.  
 
My search continued throughout the year without success. The parks and recreation  
department was no assistance even though the San Jose Horseshoe Club had been located in    
Ryland Park for many years. " Horseshoe Pitching" wasn't listed on their activity roster they said. My 
hope was that "the guy" would be pitching at the fair in August. To make a long story short, "he", 
Don Titcomb, was there, and so was Verdan Zelmar, then President of the Nor Cal Horseshoe  
Pitchers Association. Success at last! 
 
The point? Aren't you amazed when you tell somebody that you pitch horseshoes, and they say "I 
never knew anything like that existed?" We, (horseshoe pitchers, Charters, Clubs, and yes, the 
NHPA), simply have to DO SOMETHING, about our well-kept secret. Start with the basics! Make 
sure you're listed with parks and recreation, local Chamber of Commerce, etc. Get your club listed in 
an activities calendar, which appears in your local newspaper. It isn't safe to assume that "somebody 
has already done that". Maybe the information has been misplaced! Conduct an experiment in your 
area! Can you find horseshoe pitching? 
 
Comments, suggestions, stories of your search, etc., may be sent to NHPA Publicity Director 
Email tinahawk@msn.com 

 

Contributed by Billie Sue Pennington 



 



 


